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UCRC was inaugurated on January 26, 2017 

UCRC was inaugurated on January 26, 2017 by His Excellency Mr. Ibrahim Boubacar Keita, 

President of the Republic of Mali, Head of State, in the présence of Prof. Assétou Founè Sama-

ké Migan, Minister of Higher Education and Scientific Research; Dr. Marie Madeleine Togo, Mi-

nister of Health and Public Hygiene; Pr. Adama Diaman Keita, Rector of the university of 

science techniques and technologies of Bamako (USTTB); Paul A. Folmsbee, US Ambassador to 

Mali; Dr. H Clifford LANE, Deputy Director of NIAID / NIH. UCRC is the testimony of the 

Friendship and Cooperation Americo-Malian. 
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Welcome to the UCRC !  

The University Clinical Research Center (UCRC) is a 
collaborative government-to-government partnership 
developed in 2013 between the Ministry of Health and 
Public Hygiene and the Ministry of Higher Education 
and Scientific Research of Mali, the University of 
Sciences, Technique and Technology (USTTB) of Bama-
ko, and the NIAID (National Institute of Allergy and In-
fectious Diseases) of the US National Institutes of 
Health (NIH), Bethesda, Maryland, Department of 
Health and Human Services. 

UCRC aims to strengthening communities (national and 
international) ethics and commitment to clinical 
research and the health care system in West Africa 
which recently recovered from one of the most devas-
tating epidemics of Ebola virus disease (EVD) due to 
the lack of adequate clinical research infrastructure.  
This rose an advisable need to strengthen and maintain 
sub-regional research capacities as an essential activity 
to prepare and be prepared for global health security. 
We believe that sub-regional collaboration adds more 
value to the capacity of clinical research. We also be-
lieve that this is the preferred strategy for tackling 
health issues and improving global health security over 
the long term.  

UCRC works in collaboration with the WAC (West Afri-
can Consortium) which was initially established in 

2015 by the health Ministers of the 3 countries most 
affected by Ebola virus disease (Guinea, Sierra 
Leone, Mali, and Liberia) to develop cooperation in 
clinical research on vaccines and treatments through 
a multi-country regional strategy and facilitate ac-
cess to vaccines, diagnosis and treatment of the follo-
wing threats: 

* Emerging Infectious Diseases (Ebola virus, den-
gue virus, Lassa virus, etc.) and  

*HIV/AIDS, malaria and tuberculosis.   

Today, thanks to the support of NIH, the Mali based 
Ministries of Higher Education and Scientific 
Research; Health and Public Hygiene and the lea-
dership of USTTB and the University Hospital of 
Point G, the University Clinical Research Center 
(UCRC) has been created to contribute to USTTB’s 
vision to becoming a regional model for high-quality 
education and research. UCRC is bringing people and 
science together through a translational research 
that brings discoveries from the bench to the bed-
side.  UCRC is mobilizing investigators from a wide 
spectrum of skills around the development and im-
plementation of clinical research projects as well as 
career development of young investigators to pre-
pare next generations in clinical research. 

Prof. Seydou Doumbia, UCRC Director 

EDITORIAL 
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 quencing infrastructures on place that help work 

on samples at “home” without taking them to US, 

China, or Korea. And by so doing, it would be ve-

ry good first to build capacity of some people of 

the maintenance of those kinds of sequencing ma-

terials as well. He said that having a sequencing 

equipment in Mali will offer an opportunity to the 

surrounding and even other African countries to 

come with their samples in Mali instead of taking 

them abroad.  

After discussing for about 1:30mn in the UCRC 

meeting room, the visitor team was taken out to 

see the UCRC capacities including the Laboratory. 

Before the Lab visit, the team was received at the 

UCRC laboratory conference room and Mr. Lipkin 

did a brief description on how a sequencing ma-

chine works. This was very useful for the staff in 

place which involved Djeneba Dabitao, Amadou 

Koné, Yeya Sarro, Bassirou Diarra, Fatoumata 

Coulibaly, Dramane Diallo, and Mahamadou Diaki-

té.  

The course last for 47 minutes and was followed 

by the visit of the laboratory and all the equipment 

on place. Lipkin and Lisa were able to see almost 

all the UCRC staff and capacity in term of research 

infrastructure.  Communication. 

The UCRC received on Monday February 11th, 

2019, a two people team mission from the US. 

The mission included:  Ian Lipkin, Professor of 

Epidemiology, Neurology and Pathology at Co-

lombia University, and Lisa Hensey, microbiolo-

gist, Associate Director of Science at the Office 

of the Chief Scientist, National Institute of Al-

lergy and Infectious Disease integrated 

Research Facility in Frederick, Maryland. 

The mission aimed to visit the University Clinical 

Research Center, discuss with the headquarters 

and develop a potential partnership for better cli-

nical research. The two people team was wel-

comed at the UCRC meeting room by Prof. Sey-

dou DOUMBIA, UCRC Director; Mahamadou 

DIAKITE , UCRC Deputy Scientific Director; Ab-

doulaye Djimdé MRTC (Malaria Research and 

Training Center) Director.  

After a brief presentation of the center by the 

UCRC Director, Pr. Djimdé completed with some 

focus on the background, the vision and the mis-

sion of UCRC, and the ways of improvement of 

the center in the future. Djemdé also said that 

Research in African countries in not easy due the 

lack of resources. Researchers think a lot about 

budget which is the main key for research works.  

Dr. Ian Lipkin added that ways must be found to 

make the work less costly. Such as developing se- 

PARTNERSHIP DEVELOPMENT FOR BETTER CLINICAL RESEARCH  

The UCRC received Ian Lipkin from Colombia University and Lisa Hensey 

from Maryland 
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It is this Tuesday, March 12, 2019 that the first 

symposium of the African Center of Excellence in 

Bioinformatics (ACE-B) closed its work at the 

Regional centre of Solar Energy (CRES), in a ge-

neral enthusiasm of the participants who wel-

comed the opportunity of this Meeting that al-

lowed them to share experiences in bioinforma-

tics.  

This first symposium, which took place over 2 days 

of intense training, focused on the theme: 

"Bioinformatic for global healh: bioinformatics for 

global health". In his closing speech, Prof. Mahama-

dou DIAKITE, representing the Rector of the 
USTTB, appreciated the conviviality of the working 

atmosphere during these 2 days of exchange and 

training. He described the symposium as useful for 

young students on the way to become future bioin-

formatics researchers. 

He thanked the Director of ACE-B, Prof. Mamadou 

WELE, for his commitment to promote the center 

that already houses the 3rd promotion of the mas-

ter in Bioinformatics. "If the Centre achieves the 

assigned objectives it is also thanks to the financial 

efforts of the University Clinical Research Center 

(UCRC) through its Director, Prof. Seydou Doum-

bia. Let him be thanked, "he added. 

At the end of the work, certificates were awarded 

to the participants. The Best Poster Award goes to 

a woman named Assetou Diarra. According to Prof. 

Doulaye Dembélé, the criteria of choice related to 

the contents of the articles, the quality of the pre-

sentations, the scientific context, and the answers 

to the questions of the assistance, he concluded. 

Assetou Djonègué Diarra, PhD student in molecu-

lar entomology at the Malaria Research and Trai-

ning Center, is a biologist. She studied the Master 
of Bio-informatics at the African center of excel-

lence of bioinformatics of Bamako, from 2015 to 

2017. 

Participant at the first symposium of the center, 

she won the prize for the best poster on the pos-

ter on Genomic and Molecular Characterization of 

the Bacterial Populations observed in the water of 

breeding sites and in larvae of Anopheles coluzzii 

and Anopheles gambiae in Nanguilabougou and 

Kouroubabougou.  

Prof Seydou DOUMBIA, Director of UCRC delivering the 

Assetou’s certificate.     Communication. 

Année 1, n° 1 

Faculté de Médecine et d’Odontostomatologie-FMOS du 

AFRICAN CENTER OF EXCELLENCE IN BIO-INFORMATICS (ACE

-B) : The first symposium was a success!  
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Faculté de Médecine et d’Odontostomatologie-FMOS 

event? 

Prof. Mamadou WELE: The results of the first 

symposium are satisfactory. For two days, we recei-

ved participants from the US National Institutes of 

Health (NIH); from Tulane University of the United 

States USA; Pasteur Institute of Tunis and France. It 

was a space for students to present their work. One 

of the advantages of this symposium, in addition to 

the workshop that followed, was this mixture of bio-

logists, pharmacists, mathematicians, physicists and 

computer scientists to try to solve the problems of 

biology. 

Is bioinformatics the future of scientific 

research in the world? 

Prof. Mamadou WELE: About ten years ago, it 

was thought that the horizon was science such as 

genomics or proteomics, after we entered other 

sciences including metabolomics. It's really a science 

of the future that opens the horizon to other 

sciences. If we take the case of medicine today, we 

see that we are moving from general medicine to 

specialized one. It is a medicine that according to the 

genes of each patient, will know which drug to pres-

cribe. We especially think that bioinformatics can fill 

the gap in scientific research between the South and 

the North. 

Communication. 

Prof Mamadou WELE is the director of the Afri-

can Center of Excellence in Bioinformatics, a sub-

regional center attached to the University of 

Science, Technique and Technology of Bamako 

(USTTB) and co-financed by the University Clini-

cal Research Center (UCRC). From March 11th 

to 12th, the Center organized its 1st Symposium 

on "Developing Bioinformatics Expertise for Sus-

tainable Biomedical Research in Africa". What is 

this new science in which our country is pionee-

ring in Africa. Interview with Professor Mamadou 

WELE ... 

How important can this science be in the 

development of a country like Mali? 

Prof. Mamadou WELE: In a tropical country 

such as Mali, where endemic diseases such as HIV / 

AIDS, bilharziasis, for which there are no medicines 

yet, it is important to use this science to understand 

the biology of parasites, the development of diseases 

and to look for drugs to attack these diseases. Com-

puter biological research (bioinformatics) is faster 

and less expensive and applies to all biological 

sciences. That is, it serves not only human health, 

but also, agronomists as part of the genetic impro-

vement of plants. 

The African Center of Excellence in Bioinfor-

matics has just organized its first Symposium. 

What is your assessment of this scientific  

Professor Mamadou WELE 

« Bioinformatics, in addition to being faster and cheaper, applies to 

all biological sciences » 
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Année 1, n° 1 

Faculté de Médecine et d’Odontostomatologie-FMOS du 

QUATERLY STAFF MEETING :  

 : The UCRC vision and missions presented to the employees 

 

A UCRC quaterly staff meeting took place last 

Thursday, March 28th 2019, at the UCRC lab 

meeting room.  The meeting chaired by the 

UCRC Director , Prof. Seydou Doumbia, was 

intended to make contact with new members 

and to exchange on the activities of the center. 

Around fourty employees took part to this mee-

ting.  

First, Prof. Seydou DOUMBIA MD, Ph.D presented 

the vision, mission and goals of the center for the 

coming years. He also clarified rules, roles and res-

ponsibilities, and Highlighted opportunities and 

concerns, opportunities to connect the team and 

the leadership.  

According to him, the UCRC vision is to become 

an international clinical research center of excel-

lence in West Africa, and its mission is to improve 

the quality of healthcare nationally, regionally and 

globally by facilitating excellent clinical research at 

international standards, strengthning research capa-

city and providing training.  

« The UCRC will develop and define a governing 

Board, Executive Commitee and Operations team 

to support the development and implementation of 

the UCRC functions », he added. The Center  

Governing Boad consists of representatives from 

each partner entity.  

The Executive Commitee will compromise of 

members from each partner entity as well as 

stakeholder representatives. « This constituency 

ensures a balanced approach to providing guid-

dance and high level strategic vision for all the 

mechanisms, policies and processes under which 

the UCRC operates », said Professor Doumbia. 

Before concluding, the Director recalled that the 

structure began to implement in 2015. And no-

wadays, the center employs about 59 people. 

Communication. 
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His Excellency Dennis Hankins, U.S Ambassa-

dor to Mali, was visiting the International Cen-

ter for Excellence in Research (ICER-Mali).  

The purpose of the visit was to inquire about the 

evolution of the activities of ICER-Mali, an inter-

national research center, funded by the National 

Institutes of Health (NIH) of the United States 

Government, through the Malaria Research and 

Training Center (MRTC) and the University Cli-

nical Research Center (UCRC). The visit, which 

lasted approximately 2 hours and 30 minutes, 

involved: Data Center, Entomology Laboratories, 

UCRC's SEREFO Laboratory, the Drug Resis-

tance Studies Laboratory, the Point G Clinical 

Research Center. 

The visit was mainly led by the Vice-Rector of 

USTTB, Prof. Ouaténi Diallo, the Dean of the 
Medical School and Dentistry (FMOS), Prof. Sey-

dou Doumbia UCRC Director, and the NIH Re-

sident representative in Mali, Fatoumata Bathily. 

At the end of the visit, his Excellency Dennis 

Hankins was visibly comforted by the results, 

and left with a smile on his face. 

USTTB-NIH Partnership 

30 years of partnership between NIH and Mali 

( since 1989) with the creation of the Malaria 

Research and Training Center since 1991, the HIV / 

TB program in 2004 and the University Clinical 

Research Center in 2016, grouped within the Inter-

national Center for Excellence in Research. 

The purpose of this collaboration is to improve the 

infrastructure and resources needed to facilitate cli-

nical and biomedical research, the country's first Le-

vel 3 biosafety laboratory, which contributes to the 

diagnosis of Ebola virus disease in Mali and Guinea . 

The purpose of this collaboration is to improve the 

infrastructure and resources needed to facilitate the 

clinical and biomedical research of the country's first 

Level 3 biosafety laboratory, which contributes to 

the diagnosis of Ebola virus disease in Mali and Gui-

nea . 

Communication. 

Faculté de Médecine et d’Odontostomatologie-FMOS 

UCRC 

His Excellency Dennis Hankins, U.S Ambassador to Mali inquires 

about the evolution of activities  
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The West African Centre for Cell Biology of In-

fectious Pathogens (WACCBIP), under its Well-

come Trust/AESA DELTAS programme, held the 

4th in its series of the Bioethics workshops on res-

ponsible research conduct designed for postdoc-

toral fellows and institutional IRB coordinators.  

This year's training workshop, to which 23 partici-

pants took part, from 22 to 26 April 2019, was orga-

nised by the University Clinical Research Center 

(UCRC) of the University of Sciences, Techniques 

and Technologies of Bamako (USTTB). Il took place 

at the Onomo hotel  in Bama-

ko, and has been facilitated by 

three Bioethics lecturers.  

These include: Prof. Mahama-

dou Diakite, Professor of Immunogenetics at the 

University of Sciences, Techniques and Technologies 

of Bamako, Mali, Dr. Paul Ndebele PhD Office of 

Research Excellence Milken Institute School of Pu-

blic Health George Washington University and Dr 

Morenike Oluwatoyin Ukpong, College of Health 

Sciences Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife, Nige-

ria. 

Several topics were discussed during the 5 days of 

training, among which we can mention : Anatomy 

ans physiology of a research protocol, responsabili-

ties in health research, research ethics commitees 

and their functions,  ethical issues in social and beha-

vioural research, informed consent, etc. During his 

presentation, Dr. Paul has defined ethics as prin-

ciples of morality dealing with right or wrong of an 

action, Science of the study of ideal human beha-

vior….He then recalled that ethics was not law and 
yet they were complimentary, « ethics can be pro-

posed but cannot be imposed », according to him.  

The closing ceremony of five days training was mar-

ked by several internventions. For Blessing Adigun, 

partipant from Uganda, without 

ethics there is no research, that 

is to say how important this 

training was. « I’m excited, be-

cause i learned a lot, i pray that 

God keep bringing sponsors for those king of trai-

ning. Thanks for the opportunity », she said.  

Prof. Diakité thanked the trainers for the quality of 

the courses offered, and congratulated the partici-

pants for their attendance. « Trainers and trainees, 

we are now a consortium and we have to make this 

network dynamic.. », he said.   

Note that the handing over of the certificates to the 

participants and the taking of family photos, have 

ended the five days training on the Bioethics. 

Communication. 

Année 1, n° 1 

Faculté de Médecine et d’Odontostomatologie-FMOS 

4th WACCBIP BIOETHICS WORKSHOP  

What a very promising adventure for future researchers !  

 

« without ethics there is no research, that 

is to say how important this training was » 
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Laboratory of Immunogenetics and Parasitology; 

Head of Department of Foreign Affairs and 

Cooperation; University of Science, Techniques 

and Technologies of Bamako (USTTB); Perma-

nent Secretary of the University Ethical Com-

mittee Malaria Research and Training Center 

(MRTC). 

Professor Mahamadou Diakite is Professor of im-

munogenetics at the USTTB. He obtained his 

PharmD degree from the National School of Medi-

cine and Pharmacy, his Master Degree from WHO-

IRTC, Lausanne, Switzerland and a DPhil from Ox-

ford University, UK.  

Currently, Prof. Diakite is the head of the De-

partment of Immunology and Genomics at the 

MRTC, Faculty of Medicine, Pharmacy, and Odon-

tostomatology, USTTB.  

He has been working on research on infectious dis-

eases since 1991. His research group (30 research 

staff and students) is based at the UCRC and 

MRTC and focus on various aspects of infectious 

diseases such as malaria and emerging infectious 

diseases.  

Currently, his group is working on the innate and 

acquire resistance to malaria in Mali using longitudi-

nal and epidemiologic analyses of children and 

adults immune response to malaria in Malian villag-

es with different transmission patterns. He has an 

important interest in P. falciparum genetic diversity, 

genetic susceptibility to infectious diseases, and 

Pharmacogenomics.  

Prof. Diakite is the Deputy Director of the Univer-
sity Clinical Research Center (UCRC), which pro-

vides a variety of services including clinical trial op-

erations; administrative management; scientific pro-

tocol design; clinical, molecular, and immunology 

laboratory services and a repository with staff 

trained in multiple laboratory techniques to include 

processing trial samples; pharmacy; data collection 

and management; and regulatory affairs support, 

etc.   

The MRTC, a global center of excellence in public 

health and tropical medicine, has several field re-

search sites as well as vaccine trials sites across 

Mali. It also has collaborative studies in malaria im-

munology and genetics in association with US, EU, 

and African partners. 

 

Communication. 

Faculté de Médecine et d’Odontostomatologie-FMOS 

Prof. Mahamadou DIAKITE, PharmD, DPhil  

Deputy Director University Clinical Research Center (UCRC)  
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Année 1, n° 1 

The who expert meeting on Genomics and Ge-

netic Disorders, was held from 8 to 11 April 

2019, at the University of Pretoria, South Africa. 

At least thirty international experts from different 

regions, including Prof. Seydou Doumbia, and re-

presentatives of WHO collaborating centres on 

genetics, took part in this high-level meeting.  

These have been working with the Department of 

Service Delivery and Safety, with a broad mix of 

scientific expertise and practical experience in hu-

man genomics, genetics, ethics, and public health. 

Genomics is a rapidly progressing area in health 

care. Numerous researchers are involved in gene-

rating scientific evidence and new technologies are 

being developed with the aim of improving both 

disease prevention and treatment. This cutting edge 

knowledge and progress made by genomic scien-

tists over the past few years should benefit not on-

ly high-income countries but all populations in 

need.   

WHO has published key documents on genetic di-

seases and genomics and the World Health As-

sembly has adopted four important resolutions 

such as : Genomics and World Health (2004), 

Sickle-cell anaemia (2006), Thalassemia and other 

haemoglobinopathies (2006), Birth defects (2010).  

In this meeting, the experts shared on-going work 

in the different regions, set priorities in particular 

of LMICs, provided input that may inform the deve-

lopment of a WHO roadmap on genetics and 

genomics. They also reviewed a draft of a basic on-

line course on genetics and genomics. 

 

References :  

 https://www.who.int/genomics/expert-
meeting-2019/en/index1.html  

 http://origin.who.int/genomics/about/
en/  

 

Communication. 

GENOMICS AND GENETIC DISORDERS 

Prof. Seydou Doumbia selected for the WHO Expert Meeting  

https://www.who.int/genomics/expert-meeting-2019/en/index1.html
https://www.who.int/genomics/expert-meeting-2019/en/index1.html
http://origin.who.int/genomics/about/en/
http://origin.who.int/genomics/about/en/
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Seydou Doumbia, M.D., Ph.D., is the Dean of 

the Medical School and Dentistry of the Univer-

sity of Sciences, Technique and Technology of 

Bamako (USTTB) and Director of the Universi-

ty Clinical Research Center (UCRC).  

Pr. Doumbia holds an MD degree from Bamako 

and a Ph.D. in Epidemiology from Tulane Universi-

ty, New Orleans in USA. Pr. Doumbia is Program 

Director of several research consortiums inclu-

ding the West Africa International Center of Ex-

cellence in Malaria Research (ICEMR), the Tropi-

cal Medicine Research Center (TMRC) Program 

on Neglected Tropical Infectious Diseases. 

Since 2003, Professor Doumbia has been involved 

in bioinformatics/genomics capacity building in 

through the training of more than 50 Africans ju-

nior scientists to apply state-of-art bioinformatics 

and functional genomics with funding from WHO/

TDR and the National Institute of Health (NIH), 

USA (http://sundjata.biology.ucla.edu/MRTC/

Africangenomics/Announcement.htm).  

These different initiatives led to the creation of the 

African Center of Excellence in Bioinformatics and 

a Master training program in Bioinformatics funded 

by NIH and supported by H3-Africa Bioinformatics 

consortium (http://www.h3abionet.org/). 

Professor Doumbia is Principal Director or Co-PI 

for three research training grants including West 

African Center of Excellence for Global Health 

Bioinformatics providing support degree training in 

Public Health and in Bioinformatics. Pr. Doumbia is 

currently developing a joint molecular/genomic me-

dicine-training program with University of Thies in 

Senegal in collaboration with Tulane University. 

Communication. 

Faculté de Médecine et d’Odontostomatologie-FMOS du 

DEAN OF THE MEDICAL SCHOOL AND THE UCRC DIRECTOR  

Who is Professor Seydou Doumbia ?  
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UCRC focal point :  

Cheick Oumar Tangara, FINANCIAL AND PROGRAM MANAGER- UNIVERSITY CLINI-

CAL RESEARCH CENTER-USTTB- POINT -G- BAMAKO, MALI-BP-5445/ TEL: +223 20-

23-10-86 EXT-105; Cell: +223-76-91-86-32; email : cotangara@icermali.org 
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Intradomiciliary spraying and impregnated mos-

quito nets have shown their limit in the fight 

against malaria, hence the need for "gene drive" or 

"genetic impulse". 

Researchers and students from the Faculty of medi-

cine and pharmacy have massively responded to the 

call of the target malaria-Mali project, for its second 

session of the  « Café, Scientifique » which took 

place on Tuesday, April 16, 2019, in the large am-

phitheatre. The theme for this second session of the 

"Café Scientifique", which is a forum for the populari-

zation of science, is "the use of the gene drive tech-

nique in vector control against malaria". This session 

was moderated by Dr Coulibaly Mamadou, PhD, 

PharmD. 

In his presentation, he recalled the statistics on mala-

ria, vector control against malaria and the inherent 

challenges. In addition, it has demonstrated the need 

for new malaria control tools, including the « Gene 

drive ». At the beginning of his presentation, Dr. 

Coulibaly reminded that "malaria is still a major public 

health problem in our country and around the 

world".  

 The 2018 WHO report reports 219 million cases of 

malaria worldwide, with 435,000 deaths. According 

to the same report, transmission was active in 87 

countries around the world. In 15 countries in Africa 

where children pay the heaviest toll (70% of deaths), 

92% of cases were reported with 93% of deaths. 

Malaria is not only a public health problem, it is 

also an economic problem. In 2017, there was an 

investment of US $3.1 billion for malaria control 

and elimination. 

What is « Gene Drive » ? 

The « Gene Drive » is a genetic phenomenon that 

occurs in nature, and by which a given characte-

ristic spreads rapidly through a species in the 

space of several generations, through sexual re-

production.  

The role of the « Gene Drive is to increase the 

probability that a modified gene is inherited by the 

offspring. Normally, genes have 50% chance of 

being transmitted to offspring, but genetic pulse 

systems can increase this probability up to 99% .  

Thus, over several generations, a given characte-

ristic would become more and more common 

within the same species. Researchers have long 

been looking for ways to exploit the phenomena 

of gene drive to solve some of the problems fa-

cing society. Public health and ecosystem conser-

vation are two areas where research has focused, 

but other uses are also possible. 

 Communication 

FIGHT AGAINST MALARIA : « The Gene drive » gets involved 
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Année 1, n° 1 

Faculté de Médecine et d’Odontostomatologie-FMOS du 

Mali: Pr. Ogobara Doumbo créa le Centre de recherche et de formation sur le palu-

disme (MRTC), actuel ICER-Mali  

"Few African scientists, working in their homeland, have gained international 

recognition. Ogobara Doumbo, from the Faculty of medicine in Bamako, was 

one of those. He died on June 9, 2018, at the age of 62 years. « The UCRC pays 

tribute to this son of traditionpractitioners, who had devoted his life to the fight 

against malaria. », said Prof. Seydou Doumbia.  

Professor of Parasitology-Mycology at the University of Bamako, Ogobara was 

the Director of the Malaria Research and Training Center (MRTC), Bamako, 

which he had created in 1992 with Yéya Touré. This Centre, currently called  

the International Center for Excellence in Research (ICER-Mali), is considered 

to be a model for strengthening research capacities in low-income countries. 

  

GERMANY: " The international award in Excellence and Quality" in the Gold category, 

awarded to the USTTB 

The USTTB was honoured, receiving the international award of excellence in 

quality: "the International Prize in excellence and quality" in the Gold category, 

in September 2018 in Frankfurt, Germany. 

This trophy symbolizes "an international recognition of leadership and good go-

vernance of the University.", says The Rector of the University of science, tech-

niques and technologies of Bamako (USTTB), Prof. Adama Diaman Keita. 

USTTB : The name of the new Rector will soon be known 

The Rector of the University of science, techniques and technologies of Ba-

mako (USTTB), Prof. Adama Diaman Keita, at the 8th ordinary session of 

the University Council of USTTB, informed the opening of the candidature 

procedure for the post of the Rector of the USTTB. And 10 candidates were 

able to participate; among them, the name of the next Rector will be released. 

"We did not want to voluntarily be a candidate for a second term for the interest of 

a university institution... , "he says. 

DID YOU-
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Few African scientists, working in their ho-

meland, have gained international recogni-

tion. Ogobara Doumbo, from the Faculty of 

medicine in Bamako, was one of those. He 

died on June 9, 2018, at the age of 62 years. 

"In truth, a man is strong only if he has hope." If we 

believe this proverb Bambara (translated approxi-

mately), Ogobara Doumbo was very strong. He 

carried the hope of millions of people in Mali, Afri-

ca, and around the world. At the announcement of 

his death thousands of people praised the memory 

of the illustrious scientist on social networks. 

The UCRC pays tribute to this son of traditionprac-

titioners, who had devoted his life to the fight 

against malaria. Professor of Parasitology-Mycology 

at the University of Bamako, Ogobara was the Di-

rector of the Malaria Research and Training Center 

(MRTC), Bamako, which he created in 1992 with 

Yéya Touré. This Centre, currently called the Inter-

national Center for Excellence in Research (ICER-

Mali), is considered to be a model for strengthe-

ning research capacities in low-income countries. 

Some biographical references: Ogobara 

DOUMBO (1958-2018) 

•        Professor of Parasitology-Mycology at the 

University of Bamako 

•        Director of the Malaria Research and Trai-

ning Center (MRTC), Bamako, which he created 

in 1992 with Yéya Touré 

•        Researcher at l’UMR SESSTIM Université 

Aix-Marseille, Inserm, IRD 

•        Associate Professor at Tulane School of 

Public Health and Tropical Mediine, Louisiane 

State, USA 

•        First Chairholder of the doctor Mérieux 

Chair  

At the l’Institut hospitalo-universitaire Méditerra-

née infection, hôpital de la Timone à Marseille 

•        Infectiology Center Charles Mérieux 

 

TRIBUTE TO Professor Ogobara DOUMBO 
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“We are people who love challenges by showing that it is 

possible to live happily in your country, to flourish by 

doing science, to feed your family and to attract the new 

generation. This is what guided our presence in Mali wi-

thout emigrating elsewhere. ”, Prof. Ogobara Doumbo. 

 

He was a member of many scientific bodies: 

•    Academy of Sciences of Mali 

•    African Academy of Sciences 

•   National Academy of Medicine (France, elected 

foreign correspondent in 2008) 

•        American Society of Tropical Medicine 

(elected Honorary International Fellow en 2016) 

•   IRD, INSERM, OMS 

•   Francophonie University Agency  

•   US Medical Society 

•   TDR Special Program for research and training 

on tropical diseases (WHO, UNDP, Unicef, Workd 

Bank) 

•  International Committee for the certification of 

dracunculiasis elimination to advise the Director Ge-

neral of the  WHO 

• Co-author of more than 600 publications of 

international rank, Professor Doumbo has re-

ceived with his team the most prestigious 

awards : 

•        Knight (2000), officer (2017) then Grand Offi-

cer of the national order of Mali posthumously (Mali, 

2018) 

 

•        Knight then Officer of the Legion of ho-

nour (France, 2000 and 2011) 

•        Christophe Mérieux Prize of the Acade-
my of Sciences (2007) 

•        Award of excellence from the Pathfinder 
Foundation for malaria research in Africa 
(2008) 

•        Honors Medical Society (Prix Alpha 
Omega Alpha 2008) 

•        Princess of Asturias Award (Premios 
Princesa de Asturias 2008) 

•        Officer of the national order of merit 
(France, 2011) 

•        INSERM International Prize (2013) 

•        Grand Prix 2013 medical research 
(Inserm) 

•        American Society of tropical medicine 
and hygiene award (2016) 

•        Médaille d’Or de la Société de Patholo-

gie Exotique (2017) 

Communication  

 

 

Some memorable quotes from Ogo 

“In the ten villages where I am present with my team, 

after two years of  presence, there are no more child 

deaths due to malaria or diarrhea. It is this impact that 

interests me in parallel with my research activities.”, 
Prof. Ogobara Doumbo. 
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